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Introduction

Sept 22, 2020: Important Notice #147

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/issuances/in147.jsp?org=NSF
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• Incrementally move proposal preparation and submission functionality from 
FastLane to Research.gov

• Target date for completion for end of calendar year 2022

• The majority of funding opportunities are currently supported in Research.gov

• Not yet available: 

Postdoctoral Fellowships (with reference letter required)
SBIR/STTR
Supplemental Funding Requests

Where are we Today?
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• NSF and OCGA strongly encourage using Research.gov sooner rather than later

Make the transition as smooth as possible

 Provide feedback between now and the end of the year 

• FOAs will give clear guidance on whether Research.gov submission is available 
and/or required

 An alert will soon be on all Program Description pages

Where are we Today?
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Proposals are not portable between FastLane and Research.gov

• Full proposals must be submitted in the same system as the corresponding LOI 
or preliminary proposals (i.e., all in Research.gov or all in FastLane)

• Collaborative from multiple organizations must all be prepared in the same 
system (i.e., all in Research.gov or all in FastLane)

• Proposal file updates (PFUs) and budget revisions must be executed in the same 
system as the proposal was submitted (i.e., all in Research.gov or all in FastLane)

Tips for Using Research.gov
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• Enhanced user experience

 Improved look and feel

 Tips and information available within form pages

• Dynamic interfaces that provide only proposal preparation options specific to 
the proposal and/or program type

• Improved compliance checking within each form:

 Error messages (preventing proposal submission) 

Warning messages (allowing proposal submission, but require thoughtful review)

 350 checks in Research.gov versus only 56 in FastLane

 Reduces the number of proposals returned without review

Advantages of Using Research.gov
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• Improved document upload functionality

Much faster upload times

 PDF uploads are not altered by the system

• Easier proposal sharing capabilities – no more Proposal PINs

• Proposal Preparation Demo Site

 Available to all users with an NSF login

 All Demo site users have the “PI” role

 Demo site is replica of the actual production system … any proposal type that is 
available in production is also available in the demo site

• Abundance of resources available

Advantages of Using Research.gov
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A Short Tour of the Demo Site
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• NSF About Proposal Preparation and Submission site
 FAQs

Video tutorials

How-to guides

 Links to other important resources such as the PAPPG

• NSF eRA Forum site
• Subscribe to NSF eRA Forum list-serv:

send an email to NSF-ERA-FORUM-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov using 
“Subscribe” in the subject line 

Resources

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp
mailto:NSF-ERA-FORUM-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
https://www.research.gov/research-web/content/aboutpsm
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• NSF You Tube Channel 
• Research.gov presentation from May 2022 Federal Demonstration 

Partnership Meeting
 Recording will be available by early next week

 Check the FDP Meeting website

• Spring 2022 NSF Virtual Grants Conference
 June 6 – 10, 2022

 Registration is free

 View the agenda and register here

Resources

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6-z6ATN6HU_CreMydeLftg
https://thefdp.org/default/meetings/upcoming-meetings/fdp-may-2022-virtual-meeting/
https://nsfpolicyoutreach.com/22-grants-conference/
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• 46 – 47% of NSF proposals are submitted via 
Research.gov*

• UCLA – May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022
 Research.gov:  166
 FastLane:  146

• 53% Research.gov

*Jeremy Leffler, NSF Updates,
FDP Meeting, May 9, 2022

A final thought …

53% is higher than 
the average, but we 
have a long way to 
go to reach 100%!
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Upcoming Monthly OCGA Training Calendar Sessions

NSF FastLane/Research.gov
Wednesday, May 18, 2022

9:30 – 11:30 AM

Outgoing Subaward Basics
Wednesday, June 15, 2022

9:30 – 11:00 AM

https://ocga.research.ucla.edu/training-calendar/

https://ocga.research.ucla.edu/training-calendar/
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Any Questions?

Contact Us:  erahelp@research.ucla.edu
Visit our Website: https://ocga.research.ucla.edu/nsf-fastlane/

mailto:erahelp@research.ucla.edu
https://ocga.research.ucla.edu/nsf-fastlane/
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