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Environment, Health & 
Safety (EH&S)

IBC Administrative Office EH&S Biosafety Program
 Expertise on biosafety issues
 Incident Investigation
 Biosafety inspections and training
 Facility design consultations
 Emergency response
Medical Waste Management Program
 Select Agent and Toxin Program
 BSL3 Program
 Primary contact for regulatory agencies

 All administrative support for the IBC
 Regulatory compliance issues
 Incident and non-compliance reporting 

to NIH
 Annual reporting to NIH
 Policies
 Education and outreach on IBC issues

IBC Member Appointments



The Institutional Biosafety 
Committee (IBC)

 Mandated by the NIH Guidelines for Research 
Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid 
Molecules

 Faculty-led committee appointed by the Vice 
Chancellor for Research

 Reviews Biological Use Authorization (BUA)
applications

 Experts in various fields including plant 
containment, animal containment, clinical trials, 
infectious disease, field research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meet 2x per month
Meetings are open to the public?



Academic research and teaching operations using the 
following materials:
 Recombinant and synthetic nucleic acid molecules
 Infectious agents
 Select Agents and Select Toxins
 Human and nonhuman primate materials
 Genetically-modified animals and whole plants
 Animals known to be reservoirs/vectors of zoonotic diseases

Scope of UCLA’s IBC



IBC Risk Assessment Process

The IBC considers the following items when 
performing a biological risk assessment:
 PI Expertise 
 Proposed Biosafety Level
 Proposed Locations 
 Engineering Controls (e.g., biosafety cabinet, aerosol-tight devices)
 Biosafety Practices 
 Risk of Environmental Release
 Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
 Personnel Training (e.g., EH&S, lab-specific)
 Hazard Communication
 Occupational Health Considerations (e.g., vaccinations, medical 

surveillance)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PI Expertise: Does the PI have sufficient expertise to oversee the safe conduct of the research?
Biosafety Level: Is the proposed Biosafety Level appropriate for the work?
Facility Requirements: Does the proposed location(s) meet the requirements for the assigned BSL?
Biosafety Practices and Equipment: Will the work be conducted using appropriate biosafety practices and equipment?
Risk of Environmental Release: Is there a potential for environmental release or public exposure? If so, how is this risk mitigated?
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs): Are SOPs in place outlining any deviations from the Institutional Biosafety Plan?
Personnel Training Are personnel properly trained through general EH&S trainings and lab-specific training?
Hazard Communication: Is hazard communication provided to all personnel who are at reasonable risk of exposure to r/sNA and/or biohazardous materials?
Occupational Health Considerations: Have occupational health considerations been addressed, including vaccinations and medical surveillance, when appropriate?




Standard Conditions of Approval

 Completion of Training by All Personnel
Visit https://Worksafe.ucla.edu to sign up for in-person trainings or to 
complete online trainings.

 Satisfactory EH&S Biosafety Review (Inspection)
• Review of procedures/operations 
• Review of facilities
• Review of biosafety manual

--------------------------------------------------------------
Ancillary Approvals (ARC, IRB, ESCRO, etc.)

https://worksafe.ucla.edu/


NIH Grants Policy Statement



NIH Grants Policy Statement



NIH Grants Policy Statement



EPASS



SafetyNet
http://safetynet.research.ucla.edu/

http://safetynet.research.ucla.edu/


The UCLA Institutional Biosafety Plan
https://ucla.app.box.com/v/UCLA-Biosafety-Plan

https://ucla.app.box.com/v/UCLA-Biosafety-Plan


Contact Information

ibc@research.ucla.edu
310-794-0262

http://ora.research.ucla.edu/RSAWA/IBC

mailto:ibc@research.ucla.edu
http://ora.research.ucla.edu/SafetyCommittee/IBC

	The Institutional Biosafety Committee
	RSAWA Compliance Committees
	Slide Number 3
	The Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
	Slide Number 5
	IBC Risk Assessment Process
	Standard Conditions of Approval
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	EPASS
	SafetyNet
	The UCLA Institutional Biosafety Plan
	Contact Information

